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to legal practice in Madras, to take a more active part in public life.
Gandhi accompanied by Mahadev Desai went to Madras and stayed
with Rajagopalachari.
They daily discussed plans for the fight against the Government,
but beyond the holding of meetings Gandhi could not then think of
any other programme. "I felt myself at a loss to discover how to offer
civil disobedience against the Rowlatt Bill if it was finally passed into
law. One could disobey it, if the Government gave the opportunity
for it. Failing that, could we chilly disobey other laws? And if so,
where was the line to be drawn?"
Kasturi Ranga lyanger called together a small conference of lead-
ers to thrash out a plan. Vijayaraghavachari suggested that Gandhi
should draw up a comprehensive manual of the science of satyagraha.
Gandhi felt the task to be beyond his capacity, and he confessed as
much to him.
While these consultations were still going on, the Bill No. II had
been published as an act on March 18. That night Gandhi fell asleep
while thinking over the question. Towards the small hours of the
morning he awoke somewhat earlier than usual. He was still in the
twilight condition between sleep and consciousness^ then suddenly an
idea broke upon him. In the early morning he unfolded his plan to
Rajagopalachari:
"The idea came to me last night in a dream, that we should call
upon the country to observe a general hartal. Satyagraha is a process
of self-purification, and ours is a sacred fight, and it seems to me to be
in the fitness of tilings that it should be commenced with an act of
self-purification. Let all the people of India, therefore, suspend their
business on that day and observe the day as one for fasting and prayer.
The Musalmans may not fast for more than one day; so the duration
of the fast should be twenty-four hours. It is very difficult to say
whether all the provinces would respond to this appeal of ours or not,
but I feel fairly sure of Bombay, Madras, Bihar and Sind. I think we
should have every reason to feel satisfied even if all these places
observe the hartal fittingly."
On the previous day Gandhi had addressed a large meeting on the
Madras beach. He spoke a few words sitting in the chair as he had
been advised by his doctors not to exert himself with his weak heart.
Before calling upon Mahadev Desai to read the speech, Gandhi said
to the eager audience: